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[bookmark: _GoBack]Week 5 Critical Thinking Discussion
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· By Thursday, use the Discuss tool to write a 200-300 word response (no more than one page) to your professor's post.
· By Sunday, review the posts of your peers. Write a 150 word follow-up response to that peer in which you respectfully and professionally offer your opinion of his/her responses to the discussion
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     It is important to understand fallacious appeals.  Understanding them can help you increase your reasoning level and to help avoid deception.  Two types of fallacious appeals are misdirected and emotional appeals.  The premises of misdirected and emotional appeals have nothing to do with the conclusions.  "Fallacious appeals occur whenever an author makes an unjustified appeal in support of their argument. Sometimes an otherwise legitimate appeal is used to support an unrelated claim. This is called a misdirected appeal" (www.rocketreader.com, 2017).  Emotional appeals occur when a person argues about a subject and attempts to win an argument by seeking an emotional reaction from the audience or opponent.
Critical thinking:  fallacy traps.  (2017). Retrieved July 27, 2017 from www.rocketreader.com
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Fallacious Appeals that have little or no connection to the arguments that are presented are considered Fallacious appeals.  These type of appeals are problematic because they are common and are not always obvious in the argument.  Fallacious appeals can be described through the two categories of Misdirected Appeal and Emotional Appeal.
In the category of Misdirected Appeals, a valid appeal is diverted in order to support an unconnected argument. The fallacies associated with Misdirected appeals are Appeals to Authority, Appeals to Common Belief, Appeals to Common Practice, Two wrongs make a Right, and Appeals to Indirect Consequences.
The Emotional Appeal category, an appeal is derived strictly from the emotional aspects of the argument. This type of appeal often overlooks the use of supporting evidence that’s verifiable evidence and can be scientifically evaluated. The fallacies associated with Emotional appeals are Appeals to Fear, Appeals to Loyalty, Appeals to Pity, Appeals to Prejudice, Appeals to Spite, and Appeals to Vanity.
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What have I learned about Fallacious Appeals?
This lesson has showed me techniques that make up some bad arguments. It really helps me to recognize when people try to use those techniques with me when we are discussing. It's worth noting that the types of appeals basically use part of the definition of fallacies. What i mean by that is a fallacy is a mistaken/misguided argument. Usually based on emotion and beliefs. That is what the 2 appeals are. Misdirected and Emotional. That is what i found "fun" about this. It really ties into what we have previously learned.
This would be a great tool to have in your personal and professional life. Using these thoughts to make sound arguments and stay away from poor arguments. Also noticing when you are hearing these arguments.
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This week I have learned about fallacious appeals. They are divided into two categories. One category is misdirected appeals and the other is emotional appeals. These two appeals are also subdivided into six categories apiece.
Misdirected appeals are subdivided into six categories. These categories are questionable authority, common belief, common practice, two wrongs, indirect consequences and wishful thinking. Questionable authority is using someone as an expert but that person is not an expert in that particular field. Common belief are believed because they have been believed for a while or by a majority. Common practice is due to many other doing the same thing. Two wrongs is using one wrong to show another wrong is acceptable. Indirect consequences uses a slippery slope with a very negative outcome. Wishful thinking is the opposite of indirect consequences.
Emotional appeals also have six categories. The categories are fear, loyalty, pity, prejudice, spite and vanity. The appeal to fear is doing something or believing something because someone is scared. The appeal to loyalty, or ad populum, is having a belief because someone is loyal to the person making the statement. Pity is doing or believing a statement because one person feels sorrow for another person. Prejudice is typically based on someone’s belief against another person. Spite is close to prejudice. Spite is having a belief because of a hatred for another. The last is vanity. This is taking one side because someone is flattered by another.
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Why do you believe the fallacies on the websites you chose to visit are bad arguments?
The ad hominem, red herring, and appeals to hypocrisy are bad arguments because their aim is not to provide premises that strongly support the conclusion, but rather to distract from the evidence and logical conclusion by misdirecting the attention to things that are irrelevant to the actual argument.  If someone has a good strong argument, they wouldn't need to use fallacies in this way.
Have you noticed the use of any of the fallacies discussed this week in everyday life?
One arena where these types of fallacies seem to be the norm rather than the exception is in politics.  Often politicians will use appeals to fear, appeals to loyalty, or various types of misdirection to avoid providing evidence to support their views or even take a stance on an issue. 
How might someone respond to such fallacies using the information presented in this week’s course?
Recognizing the fallacies would help redirect the conversation back to the original argument and encourage people to focus on evidence and causal relationships rather than the distractions that the fallacies create.  If provided with logical arguments, people can judge the truth of the argument itself.
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